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A NOTED AUTH- 
ORITY EXPLAINS 
WHY THE PROBLEM 
“SHOULD RED CHI- 
NA BE ADMITTED 
TO THE UN?” IS: 





A QUESTION 
OF SURVIVAL 


Or of the great challenges of our day is the proposal 
that Red China be admitted into the United 
Nations. For the tenth time since 1951, the UN 
has temporarily set aside the proposal by adopting 
a U.S.-sponsored resolution cutting off further dis- 
cussion of the issue during the current session. 
For at least another year the Red Regime that 
controls the destinies of some 600 million Chinese 
is denied membership in the world community of 
nations. 
In the past, India generally made, each year, 
the proposal to admit Red China. This year the 
al was made by Soviet Russia. India’s feel- 
ing toward Communist China has changed. In 
place of friendship there is now suspicion, bitter- 
ness and some fear. All signs indicate that in her 
psychological orientation India has moved a step 
oser to the West. 
o to be considered is the recent admission into 
— UN of 16 more nations—15 from Africa, and 
is from the Mediterranean—bringing the 
membership from 82 to 99. This means a 
ppregt change in the whole character and voting 
in the General Assembly. Last year, the 
bly vote on postponing the Red China issue 
in favor to 29 against with 9 abstentions. 
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There is, obviously, no reason for 
complacency since the airing of this 
question will again be pressed in 
1961 by Soviet Russia and the 
Communist bloc. 

Also, our margin of victory has 
become narrower each year. Nations 
which we consider our best friends 
abroad and whose devotion to demo- 
cratic ideals cannot be questioned 
voted against us. Among these were 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Ireland 
and Finland. Significantly, Ethio- 
pia, who once could be counted on 
to vote with the West, has gone over 
to the opposition. Malaya and Laos, 
both of whom voted with us last 
year, abstained this year. Moreover, 
among the 22 ‘‘neutral’’ nations 
which abstained from voting on this 
issue were eleven new African 
republics. 

Reasons 

However, there is no need for 
anxiety as the voting change does 
not mean that we of the West have 
been losing ground. Western na- 
tions, such as Ireland, voted against 
us not because they are in favor of 
Red China’s admission into the UN, 
but because they wish to see the 
issue put on the agenda and de- 
bated. In the discussion they would 
most probably oppose Red China’s 
seating in the UN. Of course, this 
policy involves pitfalls. It does, how- 
ever, reflect the attitude of some of 
the so-called neutral nations. 

Secondly, some countries express 
their general dissatisfaction with 
other and stronger nations by 
assuming a different approach 
toward Red China. This we saw two 
years ago when the Greek delegation 
abstained from voting on this issue 
in the General Assembly. Greece 
was not pro-Communist; she was 
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If Red China gets into the United Nations it could mean 
the end of the UN ... and the U.S. 


unhappy about the Cyprus situation 
and manifested her grievance toward 
the West in the Chinese issue. 

Similar instances can be found in 
Africa. Several African states simply 
registered their discontent toward 
France on the Algerian question by 
voting for the discussion of Red 
China at the expense of Free China 
which is France’s ally and friend. 


Finally 

Thirdly, we must remember that 
most of the neutral nations are geo- 
graphically closer to Red China or 
politically subject to Peiping’s pres- 
sures. Therefore, they wish to 
appease Red China by indicating a 
friendly gesture in the world body. 
This is particularly true with India, 
Indonesia, Burma, Cambodia, Laos 
and even Malaya. 

Portugal is not neutral in European 
affairs, but she assumes a neutral 
attitude with regard to Red China 
because she wishes to retain Macao 
and cannot afford to antagonize 
Red China. 

Some neutral nations, notably the 
newly emerging African states, are 
young in their international ex- 
perience. The Chinese issue is too 
complicated for them to reach a 
clear decision, though in their 
psychological orientation they are 
closer to the West. Non-entangle- 
ment seems to be a convenient 
solution. 

In short, those nations have their 
own particular reasons and motives. 
Basically, they have no true love for 
Red China. With the increasingly 
aggressive action of Peiping, most 


JANUARY, 1961 


of the neutral nations in Asia will 
become cool toward the Regime as 
we have seen in the case of India. 
The problem rests now, not with the 
neutral nations, but with continued 
U.S. leadership. As long as we op- 
pose admission, Communist China 
cannot and will not get into the UN. 
The Five Points 

Those who advocate admitting Red 
China, rest their case on five points 
which are really based on false as- 
sumptions. These arguments are: 


WHAT'RE THEY SAYING? 


Wouldn't you know it! The boys 
came in jeans and T-shirts! 





“We feel that everyone should be informed on this vital 
subject. We are not discussing politics ...we are dis- 
cussing survival.” CATHOLIC LIFE EDITORS 


1. The U.N. is not an anti-Com- 
munist organization. Its member- 
ship should be universal. Red China 
is a country, a force in being. 
Whether we like it or not, we should 
admit her into the UN. 

Answer 

The UN membership is, according 
to the Charter, of a selective nature. 
It is not based on the principle of 
universality. According to Article 4, 
only ‘“‘peace-loving states which 
accept obligations’”’ of the Charter 
can be admitted as member states. 

Red China, which was condemned 
as an aggressor by the UN General 
Assembly on February 1, 1951, has 
continued to denounce the UN and 
is still technically at war with the 
UN. It has repeatedly violated the 
general principles of international 
law and justice. 

The Chinese Communists have 
made military incursions into Tibet 
which Prime Minister Nehru of 
India has described as ‘“‘aggression.”’ 
In Laos, Red China is supporting 
the Pathet Lao movement—a Com- 
munist-led guerrilla force—through 
the North Vietnamese border with 
a view to communizing this little, 
yet strategically important, nation 
in Southeast Asia. 

Now, more than ever, Red China 
is consistently working against the 
UN. The huge building on New 
York’s East River is not a House 


of Correction. If Red China was a 
member of the UN, it would be only 
right to expel her as prescribed 
in Article 6 of the Charter. To admit 
such a country to the UN would 
make a mockery of the Charter and 
rob it of all moral authority. 

The question is not: Can the UN 
properly function without Red 
China? Rather, it is: Can it function 
with Red China and still adhere to 
its Charter? Already the very exis- 
tence of the UN is imperilled by the 
Communist members. To admit 
another massive Communist Power 
into the Assembly and the Council 
could very well be suicide. 

2. The UN is at the present time 
the only place where international 
tensions can be alleviated. Without 
participatior of Red China in this 
world body, we can hardly solve our 
major difficulties on the interna- 
tional level. 

Answer 

Red China has consistently taken 
part in the Communist strategy to 
achieve world domination through 
international confusion and chaos. 
The fundamental policy of Red 
China and Soviet Russia is to in- 
crease, not decrease, world tensions. 
Russia’s ultimate aim is not to 
strengthen the UN but to turn it 
into an instrument of Soviet policy 
or destroy it from within. 

This we have clearly seen in the 
Congo discussion and in Khrush- 
chev’s violent attack against Dag 
Hammarskjold which confrunted the 
UN with a crisis that foreshadows 
his rule-or-ruin policy. 

In the cold war against the West, 
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particularly in North and Central 
Africa, Red China is even more ag- 
gressive than Soviet Russia. Red 
China has recognized the ‘‘Pro- 
visional Government of Algeria.” 
It extended aid to Guinea and to the 
Congo’s Patrice Lumumba with the 
sole aim of increasing tensions there. 

In Communist China, not even the 
Soviet slogan “‘peaceful co-existence” 
has been properly translated as Ho 
Ping Kung Ts’un. Peiping deliber- 
ately translated the phrase as Ho 
Ping Kung Ch’u, which means 
“peacefully co-staying on”’. 

War Inevitable 

The Chinese Reds believe the Com- 
munist world cannot co-exist with 
the Capitalist world which is doomed 
to disappear. As they put it, ‘“‘Marx- 
ism-Leninism must not sink into the 
mire of bourgeois pacifism... Since 
the armed forces of the socialist 
countries fight for justice, when 
these forces have to go beyond their 
borders to counter-attack a foreign 
enemy, it is only natural that they 
should exert an influence and have 
an effect wherever they go.” (Red 
Flag, April 15, 1960). 

Both for national and international 
reasons, Red China wants an inten- 
sification of ‘‘cold war’’ tensions. 
Up to the present, the United Na- 
tions has been the chief obstacle to 
the Soviet aggression. For all his 
attempts to paralyze the UN execu- 
tive, Khrushchev did not have his 
way. If Peiping were admitted, it 
would be a most powerful helpmate 


of Moscow in wrecking the UN’s 
work for peace in Central Africa as 
elsewhere, and, by extension, wreck- 
ing the UN itself. 
3. Soviet Russia and Communist 
China are involved in a conflict be- 
tween themselves. If' we admit Red 
China into the UN, Red China 
would have more contacts with the 
free nations of the world. This may 
cause damage to the Sino-Soviet 
alliance. 
Answer 
There are disputes between Com- 
munist China and the Soviet Union, 
just as there are disputes between 
Great Britain and the United States. 
In either case, however, it would be 
a serious error to conclude that be- 
cause of these disputes the alliance 
is about to collapse. This Sino-Soviet 
alliance, like many others, is not 
based on a universal identity of 
interests. In some areas Russian 
and Chinese interests converge, 
while in others they diverge. At the 
present, as in the future, the elements 
of convergence greatly outweigh 
those of divergence. If there is any 
possibility of developing the disputes 
between Communist China and 
Soviet Russia to the breaking point, 
it should only come from the in- 
crease, not the decrease, of the 
elements of divergence between 
these two Communist Powers. The 
denial of UN membership to Red 
China serves precisely the purpose 
of widening the area of divergence. 
(To be continued next month ) 
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True Diplomacy 
After a day’s hunting in India, the young Englishman—a poor shot— 
said to his Hindu attendant: “I certainly didn’t shoot very well today.” 


“Oh, the young sahib shot very well. Very well indeed,” replied the 
diplomatic Indian, ‘But God was merciful to the birds.” 
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APPEAL 


CHAPEL NEEDED IN INDIA 


From: Fr. A. Colombo, PIME 
Warangal, India 


Dear Readers: 


When I was assigned to a small 
village here in India six months ago, 
I was the first permanent priest in 
many years. There are about 200 
Catholics . . . very good people, but 
extremely poor. The hut that served 
as a chapel and rectory was prac- 
tically falling apart because no one 
had taken care of it. 

I put on a sturdy straw roof and 
a door. I’ve killed about 20 mice and 


by giving floors and walls a weekly 3 
wash with DDT I solved the problem 


of insects. 


oad 


* 
I’ve also built a small temporary — 


chapel. There is room only for the — 


children to come inside. The adults — 


must hear Mass through the open 


windows and door. Yet all have be. 
come more fervent and interested in — 


their faith and their greatest wish is — 
to have a regular church. They are © 
so poor it is impossible for them to © 


e 


give any money but they are very 


eager to work on the building... 
if I can furnish fhe supplies. 


The men and boys have already | 


dug a foundation for their church — 


and every week they come to ask 


when they can start work on it. Un 


CHRISTIANS MUST 
BE UNITED, 
CHURCH AGAIN REMINDS 


FAITHFUL DURING 


IS MONTH the - Church 
observes the Chair of Unity 
Octave...a period of eight days of 
prayer (Jan. 18-25) for the reunion 
of Christendom, the return of lapsed 
Catholics, and the conversion of 
unbelievers. 

Founded in 1908 by Fr. Paul 
James Francis, S.A., the movement 
was blessed the following year by 
St. Pius X. Since then it has spread 
to all parts of the Catholic world. 

This year the Octave again serves 
as a strong reminder that it is 


An Orthodox monk chants praises 
to Mary in front of her ikon. While 
having the same basic beliefs and 
customs as Catholics of the Eastern 
Rites, millions of Orthodox still remain 
outside the Church. 
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Fr. Colombo and friends in front of his 
hut-house. 


fortunately, I don’t have the money 
to buy the materials. 

I am praying that some of our 
readers will be able to donate a small 
amount to help us get started with 
the building. My people need to be 
encouraged in their re-awakened 
faith and I hope that some of you 
may send a gift in honor of Our 
Lady. We'll be waiting to hear from 
you. 


Please send offerings for Fr. Colombo 
to: Fr. Robert, PIME; c/o PIME Mission- 
aries of SS. Peter and Paul; 121 E. 


Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Michigan. Do- 
nations will be immediately forwarded. 


UNITY OCTAVE 


necessary for Christianity to be 
united to present a solid front 
against the advancement of Com- 


How to observe the Octave: 


. Recite the official prayer daily. 

. Assist at Mass and receive 
Communion daily. 

. Pray the Rosary daily for 
Unity. 

. Attend Octave exercises in 
parish church or parish in vi- 
cinity; bring non-Catholic 
friends with you. 

. Visit the Blessed Sacrament; 
make the Way of the Cross; 
perform spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy. 

. Offer daily actions for Unity. 

. Read Catholic literature. 

. Give good example to Catholics 
and non-Catholics. 
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munism. The division of Christianity 
into so many sects is no doubt the 
most serious obstacle to spreading 
the Faith. 

When we try to preach Christ in 
a mission country, the reaction of 
the people is often: “You Christians 
should first settle your own diffi- 
culties before you try to tell us about 
your religion.”’ Unfortunately, there 
is some logic in this reasoning. 

Japan an Example 


Many examples can be given 
about the harm that dis-unity has 
done but one of the most outstand- 
ing is the case of Japan. When St. 
Francis Xavier and his fellow 
Jesuits preached Christianity there 
in the 16th century, they were able 
to make more than two million con- 
verts in the short period of 60 years. 


(Continued next page) 





Since there were no other Christian 
doctrines at that time, the Faith 
was presented as a united religion. 


Later, Christianity was prac- 
tically wiped out by a tremendous 
persecution and it wasn’t until Com- 
modore Perry re-opened Japan to 
foreign influence in 1852 that it 
returned. It returned, however, in 
the form of Catholicism and in- 
numerable Protestant denominations. 


Today, 108 years later, there are 


hardly 200,000 Catholics in all Japan 
and only about as many Protestants. 
While Christianity faces many diffi- 
culties in Japan it would no doubt 
make a far greater impression on 


If you do not have a copy of 


The Official Octave Prayer 
Form of Prayer Decreed by Pope 
Benedict XV to be recited daily dur- 
ing the Octave. ANTIPHON. That 
they all may be One, as Thou, Father, 
in Me and I in thee; that they also 
may be one in Us; that the world may 
believe that Thou has sent Me. 

— John 17:21 
V. I say unto thee thou art Peter; 
R. And upon this Rock I will build 
my Church. 
PRAYER 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst un- 
to Thine Apostles: Peace I leave with 
you, My Peace I give unto you: regard 
not our sins, but the faith of Thy 
Church, and grant unto her that peace 
and unity which are agreeable to Thy 
will; Who livest and reignest God for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 

300 day indulgence each day of the 
Octave in any Church or public oratory 
where the prayers are said. Plenary 
indulgence under the usual conditions 
at the completion of the Octave. 
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the people if it were presented ag 
a united religion. 

Japan is only one example for” 
this situation is repeated over and © 
over again in every mission country, 
We can thus realize how important 
it is that Christ’s prayer be ful- 
filled: ‘That all may be one...” 

It is widely hoped that the coming 
Ecumenical Council will encourage 
unity for it would be a great help 
in extending Christ’s Kingdom. So, 
while we most heartily encourage 
all Catholics to observe the Unity 
Octave, we hope they will also pray 
for the success of the Council. 

Each day of the Octave has a 
special intention. 


the Octave prayer, clip and save. 


Daily Intentions 
Jan. 18 The union of all Christians 
in the one true faith and in the ™ 
Church. 
Jan. 19 The return of separated 
Eastern Christians to communion 
with the Holy See. 
Jan. 20 The reconciliation ¢ 
Anglicans with the Holy See. 
Jan.21 The reconciliation of 
European Protestants with th 
Holy See. 
Jan. 22 That American Christians 
become one in union with the 
Chair of Peter. 
Jan. 23 The restoration of lapsed 
Catholics to the sacramental life 
of the Church. 
Jan. 24 That the Jewish people 
come into their inheritance in 
Jesus Christ. 
Jan. 25 The missionary extension 
of Christ’s kingdom throughout 
the world. 
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LANIOC 
ste ye ie the Tropics 


Everyone joins in the work of cutting the skin off of the manioc root. 





What rice is to the Oriental and potatoes are to Americans, 
MANIOC is to people of many equatorial countries such as 
those in Africa and the Amazon region. Not a very tasty food 
and with little nutritional value, manioc is eaten on and with 


everything for one simple reason... it’s about all the people 
can get. 


Continued next page ) 
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The pulpy manioc is placed in a long, slender hemp bag. 


For instance, some of our PIME 
Missioners deep in the Amazon 
jungle of Brazil, write that manioc 
is the only thing the people can grow 
without the insects devouring it be- 
fore the humans can begin to harvest 
it. Bugs, who have an instinct about 
such things, know that the manioc 
root contains cyanide, a deadly 
poison. 

But, in his need for survival, man 
has learned how to extract the poison 
and then make food out of what is 
left. 

As a plant, manioc grows about 
six feet tall and looks like a minia- 
ture palm tree; leaves growing only 
at the top. Each family or com- 
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munity has its own garden which is 
harvested at least twice a year, and 
then immediately replanted before 
the jungle growth moves in to re- 
claim the land. 

The roots are the edible part of 
the plant and look almost like big 
sweet potatoes. If a family has no 
near neighbors, they probably have 
their own primitive way of proces- 
sing the root. Each community, 
however, has one ‘‘plant’’ where 
people can come to prepare the 
roots. 

The photos in this CATHOLIC 
LIFE PICTURE STORY show the 
steps that must be taken to prepare 
manioc for the table. 
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FRONT COVER 


By pushing a large wheel, mechanism 
is started into motion which grinds the 
manioc into a light-colored, mud-like 
substance. Youngsters soon learn how to 
process this important root which means 
livelihood in an area where survival is 
a constant problem. 


( Continued next page) 





< 


The bright yellow cyanide is 
squeezed out of the pulp by a 
long, tedious process. 


> 


The manioc is soaked for 
awhile to soften it up. 


> 


Then it is dried and ground 
into an oatmeal-like grain. Later 
it will be cooked in various ways 
and used with fish, fruit, and 
meat when it is available. 


Missionaries must get used to 
manioc, and to all of the customs 
of the people. At this PIME 
church, along the Amazon River 
in the jungles of Brazil, the 
priests have a large congrego- 
tion. However, illiteracy is very 
high and, while the people are 
Catholic by tradition, they often 
grasp little of the real meaning 
of the Faith. By opening schools 
and educating the children, the 
missioners hope to eventually 
raise the standards of the people 
intellectually, morally and 
economically. 2 
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BY A 
MISSIONARY 
iN JAPAN 


FREQUENTLY, AMERICAN ~ 
STUDENTS WORRY 7; 


TOO LITTLE 
ABOUT STUDIES; 
IN JAPAN, 
CONDITIONS 
ARE AT 

THE OTHER 





eadlines proclaiming, ‘‘Japa- 
nese student fails exam; 
ws Self Under Train’”’ or “Five 
Student Suicides Reported in Japan’’ 
have become almost commonplace. 
But Americans, who certainly don’t 
like to fail tests themselves, are al- 
ways confused about why the Japa- 
nese take failure so hard that they 
frequently kill themselves. 


To understand the problem, you 
must first know the employment 
situation. If dear Mitsuharu gradu- 
ates from a top-ranking university, 
he is. assured of a job with a good 
company, future advancement and, 
possibly, even a part in manage- 
ment. On the other hand, if he can’t 
get past middle school (junior high), 
he'll always be a cheap hired hand, 
or the cheapest paid of factory 
workers. If he gets through high 


school, he has slightly better job 
opportunities but he won’t advance 
far and will never have it easy. 


To Be A Success 
He only needs to get into a college 
or university, however—it needn’t 
even be the best one—and he’ll 
succeed and be a pride to his pa- 
rents. Large companies have certain 
miversities from which they draw 
their new employees each year. 
| Sometimes, if a principal or respected 
Steacher approves a student, that 
1 enough for the company. He’s 


, in order to get into the best 
ersities, the students try to get 

D the best high schools, by first 
ing to get into the top middle 
bols. At each step there are fees, 
ams, worries and, sometimes, 
hiliation. A student. who fails 
tt go through the whole thing 


again to try to get into the second 
best school, and so on down the line. 
Finally. he may have to wait a year 
and study on his own in the mean- 
time. 

The exams start sometime in Feb- 
ruary and, from principal to teacher 
to student to parents, it’s one long 
headache. To most of the parents 
who are anxious for their child to 
“go places,” it’s meant saving for 
quite awhile to pay the exam fee. It 
may be as low as 1,000 ven (‘about 
$3.00) but it’s closer to $10.00 the 
way it sets the family back. 

Much Cramming 

To the boy or girl, it means studying 
hard for the examination he or she 
will soon take; the higher the school, 
the harder must be the studying. 
Even a sixth grader must have a 
good record ...both in his studies 
and behavior. Even if the exam is 
passed, it may not be enough. If 
there is poor health or evidence of 
serious family problems. the child 
may be rejected. The better the 
school, the more it can afford to be 
choosy because there are always 
plenty of applicants without such 
handicaps. 

Imagine you are a sixth grader 
applving to one of the middle schools. 
Your parents have obtained an ap- 
plication form and paid the fee, and 
your grade school teacher has given 
you references. Still, when the day 
of the first exam comes, you find 
there are 1,000 others...and only 
150 will be accepted. Half will be 
eliminated by the testing which in- 
cludes history, social studies, math. 
science, Japanese grammar and 
spelling. There is a 5 or 10 minute 
rest between each test which lasts 
about 50 minutes. 





Japanese boys and girls are like fun- 
loving children everywhere, but some- 
times the pressure put on them to 
succeed causes great strain, and often 
is out of proportion to their abilities. 


The Long Wait 

At the end of the day you'll return 
home... which may be over 30 miles 
away ...and hold your breath for 
two days until the results are listed. 
Then, back to the school, where a 
large sheet is posted with the num- 
bers of those who passed. Your 
number is there and you rejoice. 
Then you watch the others and can 
tell, by smiling or disappointed 
faces, who passed and who didn’t. 
Sometimes there are tears, some- 
times a forced smile to hide real 
feelings. 

In two days you must return for 
more testing...only a little harder 
... which will narrow the 300 or 400 
down to 150. After this, there is a 
physical examination and an inter- 
view with three or four teachers. 
You’ll be asked your hobbies. Do 
you like to study? Do you like your 
parents? Why did a fourth grade 
teacher once give you poor marks 
because there was family trouble? 
Who is your favorite wrestler? Why 


18 


do you want to come to this school? 
and many similar questions. 


Teachers also spend a hectic week 
for they must administer and check 
and re-check tests, conduct inter. 
views, figure averages, consult the 
doctor’s findings and, finally, decide 
on the 150 or so that will be ae- 
cepted. This is really an ordeal but 
it is partially helped with the aid 
of many cups of tea. 

Payola Attempts 

For the principal, the situation is 
even worse. For several days he has 
had people sending gifts, offering 
some extra cash or to do some favor, 
begging and pleading that their 
“favorite” be accepted. The pressure 
continues throughout the exam 
period. 

One principal received an offer of 
100,000 yen if he would pass a boy... 
and this was only in a middle school. 
If the money had been accepted, 
word would quickly get around that 
‘“‘money talks” and soon the school’s 
moral reputation would be ruined, 
and then the school itself. 

The opposite works too. Once a 
priest who was a principal received 
an envelope for a certain student. 
The exam results were not in and 
the child might have passed but the 
parent received the envelope back 
with the comment, “If this is the 
way you do business, your boy has 
failed.’’ The priest hasn’t been 
bothered much with bribery sinc 
then. 

With a zealous family and former 
teachers waiting entrance results, it 
can be a terrible humiliation to 4 
child who fails. And without a Chm 
tian background to sustain them, 
it is not surprising that many si 
dents do commit suicide when they 
have “‘lost face.” wy 
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TWO RECEIVE CASSOCKS 


Two recent arrivals at Maryglade 
Seminary received their cassocks at 
a special ceremony on December 
$rd, the feast of St. Francis Xavier, 
the patron of the missions. 

Mons. Thomas Jobs, Director of 
the Propagation of the Faith for the 
Detroit Archdiocese, celebrated 
Mass for the Community in the 
Seminary chapel and blessed the 
two PIME cassocks. 

The young men receiving their 
first symbol of religious life were 
Stanley Kupchin of Brooklyn, N.Y., 
in his first year of Philosophy, and 
James Gatewood of Toledo, Ohio, 
in his first year of college. 
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BOYS VISIT N.J. SEMINARY 


There has been much activity at 
the stately house in Oakland, N.J., 
that many years ago was a mansion 
and next year will be PIME’s 
Eastern seminary. Every Saturday 
morning, between 15 and 20 seventh 
and eighth grade boys descend on 
the building and attend a half-day 
retreat while enjoying a week-end 
vacation. The boys feel they may 
have a religious vocation and try to 
learn more about the priesthood. 


NEW SHRINE IN OHIO 


A Shrine in honor of the Sacred 
Heart has just been completed at 
the PIME Minor Seminary in 
Newark, Ohio. The memorial has 
been donated by the Cenci family. 


ee 


PRIEST SHOT 


Life continues to be hazaraous in 
the PIME Mission in Kengtung, 
Burma, where a priest was recently 
shot and many killed. Located near 
the Red China border, the area is 
heavily infested with Communists 
and bandits who terrorize the people 
with lootings and killings. 

Word was received from the 
PIME missioner caring for the Lahu 
tribe that 200 of his people were 
shot; 22 small villages have been 
burned down. 




















GENIUS 
OF THE 
FOREST 


By REV. JOSEPH SALSONE, PIME 
as told to Norma MacDonald 


Introducing Brother 
got hit on the head. . 
— Wow! 


Peter who 
. and then 


hen he came to, he felt a ter- 

rific pain on the top of his 
head. He felt something else. He 
touched . .. he saw blood in his hand! 
He then saw his large colonial hel- 
met smashed near him and not far 
away his horse grazing peacefully. 


His terrific headache did not allow 
him to connect his strayed thoughts 
quickly. Then they started to come 
back to him one by one. He was 
Brother Peter, PIME. Returning 
from a missionary tour, he had been 
galloping in the thick jungle when 
suddenly he struck his head against 
a hidden, low-hanging branch. 

But all was not misfortune for it 
seems a sudden blow on the head can 
grow the horn of a genius. At least 
this became an historic day for the 
mission of Kentung, Burma, because 
after that fall... Brother Peter be- 
came the genius of the forest. 


Whatever you have that’s broken 
...aNnative gun, a loose knife handle, 
a clock, a typewriter, an engine, 4 
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oken objects sitting quietly like a line of outpatients waiting for a specialist 


dynamo, a bicycle, a motorcycle or 
just a bullock cart or wheelbarrow 
... bring it to Brother Peter and 
he'll fix it in a jiffy. 

For Instance 
If you go over near his workshop 
now, you'll find two trucks, a jeep, a 
sewing machine and an iron waiting 
for him like a line of outpatients 
waiting for a specialist. The three 
drivers heard of Brother Peter long 
ago. The sewing machine and iron 
were sent up to be fixed with a 
special urgent letter from the mother 
superior of St. Mary’s convent. 
Father “Without Beard’’ as he is 
called by his orphans, tried for five 
months to get the piston out of his 
best syringe in the dispensary. It 
had become stuck after an injection 
of quinine and refused to budge. 
Father wanted to throw it away. 
“It’s a crime! It costs $5 in Burma!”’ 
scolded Brother Peter. The next 
minute the young missioner and 
Brother Peter were seesawing a 
string coiled around the syringe. 
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‘Pull!’ The syringe popped out 
like a cork from a champagne bottle. 
1 Problem: 1 Solution 
Father “Red Beard’? complained 
that he was unable to get fresh 
drinking water in his hot valley. 
Brother Peter had the solutim: Put 
a bottle of water in a wet sock and 

hang it near an open window. 

Father ‘“‘Yellow Beard’’ learned 
from Brother Peter some time ago 
how to make an emergency repair of 
a punctured bicycle tire tube. In- 
stead of pushing his bicycle, he now 
cycles happily on his way with 2 
pieces of string tightened just be- 
fore and after the hole in the tube. 

On a larger scale, Father “Black 
Beard” had his house, school and 
church constructed under the direc- 
tion of Brother Peter. 

Father ‘“‘White Beard”’ has a water 
pump which never saw a factory, 
but which could cost about $240 in 
Rangoon. It is a collection of spare 
pieces of pipes and ingeniously com- 
bined valves executed by Brother 
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DONOR SHIPS; 
MAILMAN SKIPS; 
BISHOP FLIPS! 


The Bishop's worried. It isn’t the dollar 
so much (although that was nice), it’s the 
fact that CL readers are too trusting. And 
right now, his section of Burma is no place 
for a trusting soul. 


We better start at the beginning. One 
of our most faithful...and poorest... 
correspondents is Most Rev. F. Guercilena, 
PIME, of Kentung, Burma, who uses the 
colorful title: ‘‘Bishop of the Jungles.”’ 


At various times we publish the Bishop‘s 
stories and appeals and many of our 
readers have generously helped him ovt. 
One Hartford, Connecticut reader was 
apparently touched by an appeal for he 
started sending letters with $1.00 in cash 
to: ‘Bishop of the Jungles; Burma.”' 
That's all. No return address or name 
enclosed. 


Surprisingly, the Burma postal authori- 
ties did get some of the letters to the 
Bishop which, considering the-lack of 
name and address, is rather 


praying for is unknown. Also unknown 
... whether he stopped sending the 
letters or someone along the way figured 
out that there was money enclosed and 
appropriated it. This happens quite 
regularly. 


Peter. He doesn’t have a patent on 
it, so you can come and copy it if 
you like. 


Among Brother Peter’s fondest 
dreams are a brick manufacturing 
machine, a welding apparatus and a 
loudspeaker for the cathedral. The 
latter because ‘‘None of the preach- 
ers in the town have a strong voice,” 


Also Teaches 

After catechism classes, Brother 
Peter teaches his school boys how to 
become the best carpenters, the best 
masons and the best blacksmiths in 
the country. As a result, his boys are 
in demand everywhere in Kengtung 
state. 


They not only lay the bricks for a 
house or building, but wipe the 
mortar splashes off their hands and 
get along with all the carpentry 
work needed to finish the job. 
When the owner’s family moves in- 
to the newly completed house, you 
will usually hear a little one ex- 
plaining to his mother the meaning 
of a medal he received from one of 
the workers...or an old man, just 
before eating his rece, trying to imi- 
tate the sign of the cross he saw 
made every day by the former 
school boys of Brother Peter. 
“You are the light of the world” 
Jesus said to his disciples. The light 
must be complete. So with the light 
of heaven, a missioner must also 
give the light of practical science, 
Brother Peter is Kentung’s shining 
example. 2» 


Detective’s Wife? 


Husband to friend who accom- 
panied him home: ‘My wife has 
been gone for at least ten minutes.” 

“How do you know?” 

“The telephone handle is cold.” 





INDIAN MAID 
EXPLAINS HER 
BEAUTY-CARE 


(Photo captions from top to bottom) 


1. Beauty starts with the hair and is a 
problem for the Indian Miss who lives in 
a straw hut where chaff, mud and sand 
fall on the head. Lice and other insects 
sometimes find a home in the girl’s abun- 
dant hair too. A special comb is needed to 
thoroughly clean the scalp. 


2. After braiding her hair, the Indian girl 
adds flowers...the more the better. 
Vendors can always be found in the mar- 
ketplace crying, ‘‘Flowers! Flowers for the 
ladies. ’’ 


3. Cosmetics are too expensive for the 
average girl but she still tries to improve 
on what nature gave her. With the aid of 
a mirror, a small stick and a black home- 


made mixture, she darkens her eyelids 
and eyebrows. Then she makes a cross on 
her forehead if she is a Christian, a ‘‘Bottu”’ 
if she is a Hindu. 


4. Small brass ornaments (or gold, if 
possible) are attached to the ears and nose. 
Then a necklace and plastic bracelet com- 
plete the picture. Since Indian girls over 
13 are supposed to be married, and their 
pride is a son, they always want a baby 
to carry when they go to the marketplace. 
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School for Refugees 


Dear Readers: 


My mission life here in Burma is certainly varied. My occupations range 
from highly spiritual functions to those of general contractor, builder, brick- 
maker, teacher and organizer of co-operatives. 

The latter job started because of the hundreds of refugees from R 
China in my district who were literally starving. To keep them alive, 
organized a co-operative to reactivate an abandoned paddy field where ri 
could be grown. 

To get the project started, | loaned them about $1000 with the und 
standing that the money would be returned. So far, they have repaid only 
$25.00. | know that a businessman would never make a success with a 
system; but, after all, I'm a missionary and not a businessman. 

And because I’m a missionary, | feel an obligation to help these p 
refugees all that | can. Now that | have found a way to feed them, | feel 
must take care of educating their children. | have already turned the missi 
barn into a classroom but there are more than 200 children and it is imperati 
that | build a small school. 

From Kentung . . . 60 miles away . . . | imported 25 brick-makers a 
they are turning out 7000 bricks a day. | need 300,000 of them for the sei 
and this will cost a few thousand dollars. 

As usual, ! have hardly enough money for my food much less to pay 
brick-makers. Well, to tell the truth, | haven't any money at all. - # 

I've asked my Bishop for help and he very generously promised me .- 
nothing. He isn’t heartless . . . he just doesn’t have any more money the 

So, | must beg. | make a plea to all my known and unknown friends an 
hope that somewhere, somehow, the money will come for my much-ne 
school. And God bless all of you. 


Fr. Clement Vismara, PIME 
Missioner in Burma _ 
Fr. Robert, PIME; 121 E. Boston Bivd.; Detroit 2, Michigan 
Dear Father, | am enclosing $ ___ to help Fr. Vismara build his 
in Burma. (Please enclose your name and address if it is different than b 








